
PRINCE GEORGE AND AREA 
COMMUNITY WILDFIRE 

ROUNDTABLE

October 29, 2024

10:00am – 2:30pm

PG Civic Centre



HADIH

Bundada 

Hoonzoo

Gratefully gathered on the 
unceded, ancestral lands 
of the Lheidli T’enneh



BEFORE 
WE 

BEGIN

• Facilities
• Muster Station
• Refreshments
• Safety
• Parking
• Wifi

• Etiquette:
• Focus on wildfire 

preparedness and prevention 
• Respectful conversation
• Recognize there are multiple 

perspectives



OUTLINE FOR 
THE DAY

❖ Introductions & brief 
organizational updates

•Quick Break

❖ Review wildfire scenario
❖ BC Wildfire Service
❖ Emergency Management and 

Climate Readiness 
❖ Communities

▪ Lheidli T’enneh
▪ RDFFG
▪ City of PG  

•Lunch
❖ Other’s Roles
❖ Questions and Discussion
❖ Recap – any actions or follow up



ORGANIZATIONAL 
UPDATES

• Please keep it brief

• Name and Organization

• What wildfire preparedness and planning activities have 

you and your team been up to?

• Any other pertinent information you would like to 

share? i.e. Funding sources, resources, collaborations.



Quick Break



Wildfire Scenario

FIRE DRILL



WILDFIRE
SCENARIO 

DESCRIPTION

• An unexpected and rare April (spring) thunderstorm lit up the skies over 
Prince George. 

• The storm began northeast of Prince George near Table River, making its way 
south and west over PG.

• The storm came on the heels of a drought year followed by little to no snow 
accumulation over the winter. 

• The storm was the result of a warm moist wind clashing with a cold, dry 
arctic air mass. 

• Three lightning strikes have started fires, and two of these fires are merging. 

• The wind is moving from the northeast to the southwest at approximately 30 
km/h with gusts up to 60 km/h expected.

• The fires are spreading through mixed forests, and it is pre-green up.

• Drought and unseasonably warm and dry conditions have contributed to 
lower fuel moisture and increased fire behaviour potential to what would be 
considered typical at this time of year. Current and forecasted weather 
favours fire spread to the southwest at rates and intensity that will challenge 
containment efforts.

• The location on the attached map is 54° 3' 50.2704'' N  122° 38' 19.9464'' W; 
of note:

o Fires are currently on the west side of the Fraser River

o The fires are overlapping with the Lheidli T’enneh Nation’s northern 
community

o They started southeast of W1199 and southwest of W1554

o BCR tracks, pipeline corridor and transmission lines are close



Clip of larger 
map, illustrating 
where in the 
landscape the 
wildfire has 
occurred.



Illustrates 3 
lightning strikes 
merging into 
larger fires.



FIRE STRIKES
BCWS GETS THE CALL

Typically, a wildfire gets 
reported to *5555 (the 
Provincial Wildfire 
Reporting Centre in 
Victoria). The report is 
then forwarded to the 
appropriate Fire Centre 
where it is reviewed and a 
response decision is made.  



R E SO URC E 
ST R AT EGIC  W ILD FIR E  

ALLO CAT IO N 
P RO C E SS

1. Human life and Safety

2. Property

3. High environmental values

4. Resource values



First completed by 
BCWS, rough 
boundaries of 
where an order 
and an alert may 
be drawn for this 
wildfire. 



RECOMMENDATIONS CALL
• BCWS calls EMCR to report on the wildfire risk and that a recommendation is being 

made to put areas under evacuation alert/order. 

• Based on the impacted areas, EMCR will determine which local governments/First 

Nations need to be notified. They subsequently set up a call with those 

representatives, EMCR and BCWS where BCWS will relay details about the wildfire 

and outline the recommended order/alert areas. 

• Each representative is given an opportunity to ask questions before deciding to 

issue an order/alert and if so, defining the boundaries.



STANDARD RESPONSE 
GOALS

1. Safety and health of all responders

2. Save lives

3. Reduce suffering

4. Protected public health

5. Protect critical infrastructure

6.  Protect property

7. Protect the environment

8. Reduce economic & social losses



STATE OF 
LOCAL 

EMERGENCY 

It is the Local State of Emergency declaration that 

grants the authority for a community EOC to enact 

powers under EDMA which include entering onto 

private property to manage danger trees, protect 
homes etc. 



RDFFG

OVERVIEW 
ORDER &

ALERT AREAS





LHEIDLI 
T'ENNEH 
NATION



EOC ACTIVATION



EVACUATION 
ORDER



CITY PG

OVERVIEW 
ORDER &

ALERT AREAS







CITY OF PG

DETAILED 
ORDER 

AND ALERT 
AREAS



It is the Local 

State of 

Emergency 

declaration that 

grants the 

authority for a 

community EOC 

to enact powers 

under EDMA 

which include 

entering onto 

private property to 

manage danger 

trees, protect 
homes etc. 



BROADCAST INTRUSIVE ALERTING CALL

Alert Ready is a Canada-wide system that allows government officials in 
each province and territory to issue public safety alerts through major 
television and radio broadcasters, as well as compatible wireless 
devices. This system is only used during large-scale disasters or 
emergencies where loss of life is possible or imminent.

The Alert Ready system is tested twice a year across Canada, in May and 
November. 

BC Emergency Alerts - Province of British Columbia

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/public-safety/emergency-alerts


OPERATIONS CALL

EMCR organizes this call and invites:
• Primary EOCs (Local government and First Nations)
• Affected Ministries
• Impacted Utilities
• Impacted Rail and O&G organizations
• NGOs that could support the Primary EOCs
• Host communities for evacuees

This call is to bring all those that have an operational function in the evacuation of a community 
together to discuss supports and next steps related to the FN or LA affected



INFORMATION CALL

EMCR organizes this call and invites:
• Local government and First Nations
• Emergency Management personnel in 

Ministries, Agencies, and Organizations, 
and 

• Subject Matter Experts from event 
specific Ministries

This call is for all organizations involved in Emergency Management that may need 
situational awareness of an event; it is information only with no interactive 
discussion component.



Lunch



QUESTIONS
DISCUSSION



K E Y  TA K E  AWAYS  F RO M  YO U R  
E M E R G E NC Y C O O R D I N ATO R  T E A M S

❖ BCWS makes recommendations to limit wildfire impact to values, but we have no 
jurisdictional authority

❖ While as a program, we operate across all four pillars of emergency management 
(Prevention/Preparedness/Response/Recovery) during an incident, BCWS focus is incident 
stabilization/response

❖ During a wildfire, the RD takes on a supporting role – support for the responders 
(equipment, personnel, etc.), support for the community (evacuations), and support for 
individuals (food, shelter, etc.).

❖ Alert & Order boundaries are set with an abundance of caution and guided by BCWS 
recommendations

❖ RDFFG responsibility: the well-being of residents (people and animals) – we don’t action 
wildfires (BCWS are the experts!)

During a wildfire, the RD takes on a supporting role – support for the responders (equipment, personnel, etc.), support for the community (evacuations), and support for individuals (food, shelter, etc).
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